174                     THE    NAZIS    AT    WAR
four-fifths of the State's revenue to that purpose. It
recalls how, with this army, little Prussia defeated the
greater Austrian Monarchy of Maria Theresa. Hitler
has felt the lack of tradition ever since he became Chan-
cellor. He feels how little Nazism has its roots in the
German character. So he wants to profit from the old
soldier king's achievements.
The Polish victory3 so efficiently used for initial propa-
ganda, is failing to impress as the war goes on. For
months the war has been drab and uninspiring. Where
could inspiration be sought and found easier than in
the period of Frederick the Great? Hitler now seeks to
equal him if not to supersede him in the imagination of
the people.
Nazi newspapers find it difficult sometimes to follow
their leader. Little enough is left to the initiative of
the individual editor, who receives articles and news,
ready made, from the Berlin Ministry of Propaganda.
But there are local problems to discuss which are some-
times more pressing than the general line of policy.
Before the outbreak of war it was difficult to trace in
any one of the many German papers a clear deviation
from the common path. War has brought many cleavages
into the open.
"Why we?" was the headline of an article in a pro-
vincial paper "We" were the soldiers and officers who
had served in the Great War and were the first to be
called up for the war against Poland. The paper tried
to explain that their experience was needed, that it was
a distinction for the old fighters to be called again to
defend the Fatherland.
But the writer found it difficult to refute the protests
of many families whom the first weeks of war robbed
of their breadwinners, Maybe the editor knew that